THE  NOBILITY  AND   CLERGY
population still exceeding seventy-five per cent of the whole in 1846.
In 1849 there were only four towns with more than a hundred thou-
sand inhabitants: Lyons, Marseilles, Bordeaux, and Rouen ; and
three having between seventy-five and a hundred thousand:
Nantes, Toulouse, and Lille, Paris was the only very large town,
having more than a million inhabitants, without counting the
faubourgs.
The population was still fairly equally distributed over the area
of France. Only in a few regions, producing 'industrial* crops,
was the density greatly above the average, especially in the wine-
growing regions, besides the industrial regions, which were not
as yet very extensive, and included the coal-producing districts
of the centre and north, and the centres of the textile industry in
Normandy, the north, and Upper Alsace.
French society emerged renewed from the Revolutionary crisis
which had lasted for a quarter of a century; classes had remained
fixed since the sixteenth century, but the crisis produced an up-
heaval in their conditions of existence, their sentiments, and, above
all, their relative importance.
jthe nobility and clergy
The nobility, shrunk by emigration and executions, had de-
creased in numbers and wealth, for the catastrophe had principally
affected the richest and most influential families, the nobles about
the court, and the judicial and financial nobility, belonging to the
large towns and the richest parts of the country. It was chiefly
the small provincial nobility that survived in the regions of the
west and south-west and in the mountains, where there remained
a large number of families of noble birth who retained their
influence over the inhabitants of the country-side. The old
traditions of a gentleman prevented them from entering lucrative
sjprofessions, or even the public services, save the army and diplo-
macty, which were still aristocratic careers. Hence gentlemen
were unable to grow rich, many of them found difficulty in
keeping up the same style of living as the enriched bourgeois,
and the nobility soon ceased to recruit its strength by an influx
of ennobled bourgeois, for the State was no longer creating
nobles.

